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D e a r  Tomy: 

I want t o  l e t  you know t h a t  our departmental facul ty  has proposed 
a change i n  the  name of our department t o  "Molecular Biology and Genetics". 
Over t h e  pas t  decade our major s t rength has been i n  molecular and microbial 
gene t ics , . and  with the mve t o  the Pre-cl inical  Teaching Building next year,  
we w i l l  be adding new s t a f f  in te res ted  i n  the molecular genetics of higher 
animals. These changes r e f l e c t  t he  remarkable development of new genet ic  
too ls  and the  increasing importance of genet ics  t o  a l l  of biology and medicine. 

W e  discussed f o r  some time whether t o  retain "Microbiology" i n  our 
department's name. The reason f o r  not doing so i s  t h a t  f o r  the fu ture  w e  
want t o  emphasize the  genetics of higher organisms even though w e  w i l l  r e t a i n  
an i n t e r e s t  i n  microbes. The department w i l l  continue t o  teach basic  microbiology, 
but w e  are discussing the p o s s i b i l i t y  of establ ishing an& administratively 
d i s t i n c t  u n i t  i n  immunology. In  t h e  long run it may be desirable  t o  re-establ ish 
a Department of Microbiology or ITIUTIUO~O~Y and Microbiology. 
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With warm regards,  

Sincerely,  

Daniel Nathans 

D N / l c  


